GTMA is committed to promoting excellence in the UK engineering supply chain.
2009 has been economically one of the hardest and most challenging years in the history of
the manufacturing industry and companies have faced unprecedented challenges.

The global banking crisis and the effect this has on credit availability, along with falling con-
sumer demand, were two of the more obvious effects.

It was with this backdrop of recessionary influences and a membership largely determined to
survive stronger and more able to compete that GTMA has vigorously worked in 2009 to offer
support to manufacturers small and large

As we enter a new year, companies are becoming busier than for a long time, and the
momentum is increasing towards a more positive economic climate in 2010.

Alan Pearce
President
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The unique selling point of the MRC is to work
closely with the buyer and provide where possi-

orhe credit crunch developed from a ble GTMA qualified companies for business op-
distant rumour to a hard reality with a portunities. UK engineering has the skills and
severe effect on business confidence in expertise that produce innovative market -
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GTMA members.
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by working closely with ~ the OEM to provide UK industry and the industry expertise provided
Quality, Cost and Delivery factors throughout by our Supply Chain Of GTMA members_
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development often mean new supply chains, Mould Tools, and Moulders to Rapid Prototyping
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From standard parts to try -out facilities for all
Our Manufacturing Resource Centre offers types of pressing, stamping and moulding.
this sourcing service on a free of charge
basis so that the benefits of Working with the On the machining front we can access compa-
GTMA engineering supply chain can be clearly nies that specialise in the design and manufac-
seen. The remit for the SOUI’Cing faC|||ty is to ture of JlgS and fixturesl to the Suppiy of ma-
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Members who specialise in all types of precision
machining, surface treatment and the supply of
g a all types of materials.

Our Metrology members specialise in equipment
Supporting Manufacturing Excellence and related services in the Measurement mar-
ket.

BUYER:SUPPLIER NETWORK MRC

Bringing Buyer and Supplier Together
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Welcome to the Manufacturing Resource Centre

MRC is the UK's leading organisation representing, precision
engineering, metrology, rapid product development, tool making
and tooling technologies

The Manufacturing Resource Centre is committed to promoting
excellence in the UK engineering Supply Chain. One of its key
roles is developing opportunities for UK engineering Buyer and

Supplier to work together, creating a win:win situation for both

specialist supply chain competent, process efficient suppliers

for OEMs and Tier 1 organisations.

In response to many requests from buyers in major
organisations MRC has developed two major new initiatives,
the Buyer:Supplier Network and the MRC Lease Scheme, both
of which are designed to provide enhanced Supply Chain
performance.

MRC Buyer:Supplier Network provides buyers with a speedy
and reliable method of sourcing both products and services
from specialist suppliers throughout the Engineering Supply
Chain.

© All content copyright 2009 MRC | stemar



A Challenging Year

The economic downturn provided a de-
termination to sustain o
cusd and throughout t he
made visits to OEMs in the Automotive,

Aerospace and Medical industries. We

have also made contacts in many other

industry sectors including Wind Energy,

Nuclear, Domestic Appliances and Com-

posite.
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EXECUTIVE BRIEFING

Communication is key. We visit and talk to
our members and communicate through
weekly emails. But we are at our best when
our members ask us to assist with an en-

quiry.

Our publications remain a strong marketing
feature for our members. Marketing in diffi-
cult times is perhaps even more important
than in the good times. We need to make
sure our customers know we are still here.

GTMA offers members an opportunity to
promote their products at PDM and TCT ex-
hibitions in 2009. The GTMA News, Medical
Executive Briefing have been well supported
by our members and we look forward to
producing our Transport Executive Briefing
in 2010. These publications are distributed
at Exhibitions and circulated to our data-
bases in the industry sectors.

We have launched two websites: the Me-
trology Helpline and the Make Measurement
Matter website for our Roadshow. Unfortu-
nately the GTMA website is taking longer to
design but we hope to launch this mid
2010.

GTMA completed three European Research Pro-
jectsin 2009 - KnowEDM, Flexform and EMold
These projects involved considerable work and
involved meetings throughout Europe with our
Consortium partners . We held several national
meetings in the UK with our SME partners and
GTMA members. In total over 40 companies

were involved as partners in the three projects.

GTMA maintains that it is a key responsibility of
the Association to be involved in these projects
where they have a direct involvement for the
Toolmaking industry. The contacts made with
Research and Trade Associations in other Euro-
pean countries is essential and an important
part of the GTMA strategy. GTMA is respected
for their experience in participating in these 3
year funded projects and despite the hard work
that is involved over £350,000 of revenue has
been generated over the nine years and six
projects in which GTMA has been involved.

Of particular note the Flexform project has
generated considerable interest with the Auto-
motive and Aerospace industries and has led to
excellent opportunities for GTMA to meet with
substantial companies within these industry
sectors.

Our AGM and Conference in May 2009 included
speakers - Marcus Burton MD Yamazaki Mazak
on Manufacturing Competitively in the UK, Dr

Nicky Yates :Supply Chains for the Future, and
Connecting Innovations for Business Growth o}
Mike Hield, of InnovationXchange UK in the

afternoon we held a Drago

Our Apprentice of the Year 2009 was Gary
Willis of FSG Tool and Die Ltd. Gary was
awarded the Harold Hobrow Cup and a cheque
for £500 from The Tooling Trust.

Alan Pearce President, Gary Willis FSG, and Marcus Burton
MD Mazak (left to right)

CONGRATULATIONS




Metrology Chairman John Adams

The Metrology Helpline was launched in
conjunction with the National Physical Labora-

tory (NPL) to provide free impartial advice
through our Industry Experts and the NPL.
Case studies will also be featured and member
companies will have a link through to their
website.

http://mwww.metrologyhelpline.co.uk

In March 2009 we held the Make Measurement
Matter Roadshow at RAF Cosford with Red Bull
Racing and for 2010 we have moved the timing
and the venue to September 15th at The Digital
Lab at Warwick University for our fourth Road-
show.

Our speakers for 2010 are:

Christopher Biddle Manufacturing Systems Ex-
ecutive Rolls Royce Plc delivering process and
system solutions to manufacturing applications
across all product sectors globally.

Arthur David & Industry Forum on Total Produc-
tive Maintenance (TPM)

Dr Mark Williams on the latest advances in me-
trology technology to generate data relevant to
the manufacture and delivery of new products.

Our event is supported by MWP, QMT,and TCT
All our stands have been reserved and our web-

site is on line at:
www.makemeasurementmatter.com

So please register on line to attend

AGM and Conference 2009

Our President Alan Pearce took over from Nik
Tipler of Wines Group at our AGM in May
2009. Alan is European Regional Director for
SGS Carbide Tool. Our Conference underlined
the success of our entrepreneurial expertise in
design and manufacturing that exists within
the UK and in GTMA membership. Based on
the Dragonsd Den our
day were BK Tooling, C2M, Delcam, TC
Keights, Sprint Tool and Die. C2M provided
the winning product,
easily retofits to any standard pull cord switch
to assist arthritic sufferers turn on a light.

entr
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Our entrepreneurs entered into the spirit of

the event and provided excellent case studies
on their products. The Master of the Dragons
was Geoff Highley GTMA Board Director, who
led out our formidable Dragons, Marcus Burton
MD of Mazak our host for the event, Peter
Barnes Global Tooling and Plastics Manager,
Pace Micro Technology, Paul Smallman Group
Manager for Materials and Forming
Technologies, JCB Research, Mike Hield, Chief
Executive Innovation Xchange.




